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					Nature
				Million Metres Streams


					Million Metres Streams is our mission to restore the nation's rivers, streams, lakes and wetlands with native plants and trees. We work with businesses, philanthropic organisations, community and iwi/hapū groups, and farmers to direct resources to waterway restoration projects at scale. 
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				About this work

Our vision is for a future in which Aotearoa’s waterways are restored as vital havens for wildlife. Where it is once again normal to swim in them and drink from them.

We broker business and philanthropic partnerships to support locally-led waterway restoration projects.

Our waterways are in crisis

	82% of river length in pastoral farming areas is not suitable for swimming
	94% of river length in urban areas is not suitable for swimming
	76% of our native freshwater fish species are threatened with extinction
	90% of New Zealand’s historic wetlands have been destroyed to make way for development and agriculture


Why plant native trees?
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Planting native trees and plants helps to stabilise the banks of waterways and reduces erosion. It helps filter pollutants from agriculture, industry, housing and roads. As the trees grow tall, they shade the waterway, cooling the water for fish. Plants and trees provide habitat and food for native birds, lizards, insects. They sequester carbon dioxide helping to tackle climate change.

			

		

	
	
		
			
				We need your help!

Planting projects need investment for:

	native plants and materials (tools, plant guards, etc.)
	coordinating volunteers
	paying contractors to plant and care for the native trees.


Some projects also welcome volunteers to plant or care for native trees.

We connect supportive businesses and philanthropic organisations with community and iwi/hapū groups, and farmers leading the restoration work.

We provide quality reporting and storytelling so you can share the impact of your investment.

Our aim is to raise $10 million for waterway restoration projects across Aotearoa over the next 5 years. 
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				Our planting partners across Aotearoa

							
					We are seeking funding for the following restoration groups that are working to restore waterways across Aotearoa. 
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										Summit Road Society
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										Conservation Volunteers New Zealand
											Papakura Stream, Auckland
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							WAI Wānaka


								Otago

								
									WAI Wānaka are a community group made up of passionate individuals with a shared vision of healthy ecosystems and community wellbeing for future generations. Their kaupapa is accelerating local action for our fresh water through trust-based partnerships, connection and collaboration.

Million Metres first partnered with WAI Wānaka back in 2017 to support the Wānaka Water Project, which has already enabled more than 18,000 native plants and trees to be planted along waterways in the catchment. Funds raised will continue this mahi, helping WAI Wānaka to reach their goal of planting 24,000 plants and trees by 2023.

Website: https://www.waiwanaka.nz

								


						


						
	
			
				
				
				[image: ]
			
		
	
						

					

				

				
			

			

				
					
						
							Close 

							Summit Road Society


								Port Hills, Christchurch

								
									The Summit Road Society is a conservation organization with a long history of enhancing, preserving and protecting the hills of Banks Peninsula.

They are working to restore the Avoca Valley Stream, with the long term plan of planting 87,000 trees and plants over 33ha of the valley. Million Metres are working to support them in their vision of restoring this heavily degraded stream, bringing eels and other wildlife back to the valley. 

Website: https://www.summitroadsociety.org.nz/
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							Te Nohoaka o Tukiauau / Sinclair Wetlands


								Otago 

								
									Te Nohoaka o Tukiauau/Sinclair Wetlands is a 315-hectare wetland system located south of Dunedin. The name Te Nohoaka o Tukiauau acknowledges ‘the dwelling place of Tukiauau’, an early Ngāti Mamoe chief. The area is now owned by Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu, and is valued as a wāhi taonga (culturally significant site), for mahinga kai (traditional food and resources), conservation, recreation, and education.

Work is underway to restore this site, with emphasis on restoring vegetation condition and healthy habitat, maintaining water quality, while enhancing mahinga kai and restoring the connection that local iwi have with their ancestral site.

Website: https://www.tenohoaka.org.nz/
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							Matuku Link


								Bethell’s, West Auckland

								
									Matuku Link is a large native forest block in Auckland’s Bethell’s valley, bordering the Te Henga wetland. It forms a vital link between three neighbouring eco-restoration projects, providing a safe corridor for native birds and wildlife.

Website: https://matukulink.org.nz/ 
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							Friends of Baring Head


								Wainuiomata River, Wellington

								
									The Friends of Baring Head Trust was created to provide a means for the community to assist Greater Wellington in caring for Baring Head and being involved in its management and development. The group has the long term goal of restoring the lower reaches of the Wainuiomata River, bringing life back to Baring Head. 

Over the past five years, Million Metres has supported the Friends of Baring Head in the planting of more than 13,000 native plants and trees. The group is now focusing on planting greater density in the areas that are only sparsely planted, to increase the biodiversity of this incredible site.
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							Conservation Volunteers New Zealand


								Papakura Stream, Auckland

								
									Conservation Volunteers are working to restore the Papakura Stream, a significant freshwater system that reaches from Brookby in East Auckland to the Manukau Harbour in the West. Tree cover is extremely low in this catchment and the upper rural Papakura Stream now has one of the highest E. coli levels in Auckland. 

The Papakura Stream Restoration Project aims to improve the health of the stream and the wider catchment. The project kicked off in 2021 and to date, 53,000 trees and plants have been planted on 8 project sites and almost 1km of stream fenced off. Outside of the planting season, the focus is on species and water monitoring, invasive weed removal and litter clean ups in the urban areas. The Papakura Stream and its tributaries and wetlands cover a huge area and there is tremendous scope for this project to grow and continue over many years.

Website: https://conservationvolunteers.co.nz/ 
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				Our planting partners in the Hauraki Gulf

							
					One of our priority catchments is the Hauraki Gulf/Tīkapa Moana. We are seeking funding for the following restoration groups that are working to restore waterways that feed into Tīkapa Moana.

Learn more about why this is a focus area for us here. 
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										Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei
											Auckland
									

									
								

							

						
					
	
						
							
	
			
				
				
				[image: Image of wetland/pond with flax plants growing around the outskirts]
			
		
	

								
									
										Waiheke Resources Trust
											Waiheke Island, Auckland
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										Restoring Takarunga-Hauraki
											Devonport, Auckland
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										Restore Hibiscus & Bays
											Hibiscus Coast, Auckland
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							Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei


								Auckland

								
									Pourewa Reserve is a 33 hectare cultural site of significance located in Ōrākei owned and operated by Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei, Mana whenua and Te Ahikaa of Tamaki Makaurau.

Across the whole Pourewa site, waterways are prioritised for ecological restoration to ensure mauri is restored to both the Pourewa
Creek and the wider moana. The site also provides opportunities for whanau and the community to embrace and integrate with important environmental projects. This includes work in their native nursery, Maara kai, Maara Rongoa, Parakore/composting as well as conservation and restoration of the reserve.

Website: https://ngatiwhatuaorakei.com/toi-taiao/
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							Waiheke Resources Trust


								Waiheke Island, Auckland

								
									Waiheke Resources Trust (WRT) works towards the ecological restoration and protection of the important wetland habitats and surrounding environments on Waiheke Island. 

Since teaming up with the Sustainable Business Network, WRT’s Love Our Wetlands Project has grown from four to seven restoration sites on Waiheke. Each site has unique historical, cultural and environmental value. WRT are working towards the creation of vibrant habitats across Waiheke where Aotearoa New Zealand’s native species can thrive. 

Website: https://www.wrt.org.nz/
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							Restoring Takarunga-Hauraki


								Devonport, Auckland

								
									Restoring Takarunga-Hauraki is a network of local residents and professionals who have come together to participate in ecosystem restoration, protecting the coastal, forest, wetland, stream, estuary and marine ecosystems of Takarunga-Hauraki peninsula.

The group seeks to restore areas that have become degraded or have been completely altered from their natural state. They care for our precious freshwater and nearby marine ecosystems whilst also restoring habitat for migratory and resident shorebirds, forest-dwelling native birds, reptiles and insects. 

Learn more. 
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							Restore Hibiscus & Bays


								Hibiscus Coast, Auckland

								
									Restore Hibiscus & Bays (RHB) is a community-led initiative based in the Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area. It is an umbrella organisation that encompasses groups and projects working across the East Coast Bays, along the Whangaparaoa peninsula, and up along the coast to Waiwera.

RHB has three strategic focus areas: predator eradication, pest plant control and stream restoration. The group help to coordinate and connect restoration activity across catchments, connecting habitat for native wildlife and improving the quality of water flowing down to our beaches and into the Hauraki Gulf - Tīkapa Moana. 

Website: https://restorehb.org.nz/


								


						


						
	
			
				
				
				[image: Stream in foreground with vegetation and large trees growing on bank behind]
			
		
	
						

					

				

				
			

	
		
			
				Other ways you can help us
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Take practical action to cut pollution and regenerate nature

You can 1) enhance and regenerate nature both onsite and offsite and 2) reduce your businesses impact on nature by changing the way you work. 

Start regenerating nature.

			

		

	
	
		
			
				

Our Journey 

Since 2014, we have raised more than $2 million, through an innovative mix of crowdfunding, business and philanthropic support. 

Since 2020, we’ve helped funnel $5 million to our community partners, creating nature-based jobs as part of the Government’s response to the economic impacts of Covid-19. This funding supported our partners to create jobs and significantly scale the impacts of their restoration work.

Learn about Mō Mahi mō te Taiao – The Jobs for Nature Fund.

In 2022, we moved on from crowdfunding to focus on securing business and philanthropic support for waterway regeneration projects nationwide. We’re also investigating innovative ways to finance nature regeneration projects through the creation of biodiversity credits and markets that support the holistic regeneration of natural systems.

Learn more about this shift and some of the successes from the last eight years of crowdfunding in the following impact report. Read more. 
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				Protecting and restoring Tīkapa Moana/the Hauraki Gulf


				We are on a mission to restore waterways and connect communities across the Hauraki Gulf in order to support the regeneration of the mauri/vitality of the moana.


			Find out more 
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				Puhinui Regeneration Project


				This urban regeneration project enables the conditions for the restoration of the mauri of the land, waters and communities of the Puhinui catchment. We're creating and financing jobs for local rangatahi to develop nature-based careers. This helps activate a restoration vision led by Te Waiohua as mana whenua, Eke Panuku and the local community. 


			Find out more 
		

	


					



		

	
	
		
			
				More you can do

	Find a waterway restoration project near you and donate to them directly! 
	Become a Gulf Guardian. SBN is the on-land restoration partner for Auckland Foundation’s Hauraki Gulf Regeneration Fund. Become a Gulf Guardian, choose riparian planting, and your investment will help support our planting partners across the Hauraki Gulf catchment. 
	The Good Registry: A gift giving initiative where you can purchase gift cards and create registries on behalf of 65 NZ charities (including us)!
	The Gift Trust: Set up a donor advised fund with the Gift Trust and make good happen. Choose Million Metres' projects to support waterway planting. 
	One Percent for the Planet: We're signed up with these guys too! Commit to give one percent for the planet and choose Million Metres today.  
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			Projects
			
					Puhinui Regeneration Project
				
	
					Million Metres Streams
							
									Jobs for Nature - Mahi mō te Taiao
								


				
	
					Tīkapa Moana/the Hauraki Gulf
				
	
					Climate Action 20/25 programme
				
	
					Climate Action Workshops
				
	
					Sustainable Supply Chain Toolbox
				
	
					Packaging Masterclass Series
				
	
					Go Circular 2025 Programme
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						DIY steps to restoring waterways

									

					
						Waterways
					
			

		

	



	

			Organisations in our network donate 5% of their annual membership fee to waterway restoration across Aotearoa.
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						Celebrating Success

											Check out our impact report for some of the highlights, quotes from our partners and excellent before and after photos that show some real progress on the ground.

				

					
						Impact Report 2022
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						Subscribe to our newsletter to stay up to date with the latest sustainable business news and events in your region.
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					Contact Us

				
					
						
							Darby Building 
Office 3, Level 2
8 - 18 Darby Street
Auckland 1010
New Zealand

						

					


					
						
							PO Box 106983
Auckland 1143

						


							
									P. 09 826 0394
																	E. office@sustainable.org.nz
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